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1. Retirement of the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Sir Keith Burnett 
 
In January 2018, Sir Keith announced his intention to retire around the time of his 65th birthday.  A 
formal recruitment process for Sir Keith’s successor is underway, and it  is anticipated that an 
appointment will be made by the end of this academic year. 
 
2. BRC Update 

 Planning for the PET/MRI facility on the RHH site is progressing well, with an anticipated 

completion date of May/June 2019. 

 Enabled by BRC membership of the Network of Centres Of Excellence in Neurodegeneration 

(COEN), which includes centres across Europe and Canada, Professor Dame Pam Shaw has 

with colleagues in Spain secured a £600k collaborative grant from the MRC to further our 

understanding of the mechanisms underlying Motor Neuron Disease (MND) and develop 

innovative new therapies. 

 

3. Prestigious NIHR Senior Investigator Awards for Professor Dame Pam Shaw and Professor 

Stephen Walters 

NIHR Senior Investigators are among the most prominent and prestigious researchers funded by the 
NIHR and the most outstanding leaders of patient and people-based research within the NIHR 
Faculty.  In the 2018 competition for this award, Professor Dame Pam Shaw has been appointed for 
a second 5 year term and Professor Stephen Walters, Professor of Medical Statistics and Clinical 
Trials in the School of Health and Related Research (ScHARR), has also been awarded this highly 
prestigious accolade.   
 
4. Prestigious funding awards 
 

 Dr Serbanovic-Canic from the department of Infection, Immunity and Cardiovascular 
Disease has been awarded a British Heart Foundation (BHF) Intermediate Fellowship (£390K) 
and will use state-of-the-art approaches, including RNA sequencing and CRISPR interference 
(CRISPRi) to investigate the role of polycystin 1 in the development of atherosclerosis. The 
study has promising translational value as it potentially identifies signalling molecules 
downstream from Pkd1 that could be targeted therapeutically to prevent or treat vascular 
injury and atherosclerosis. 
 

 Two of our highly promising clinical lecturers have secured Clinical Lecturer starter grants by 
the Academy of Medical Sciences (AMS).   
Dr Pankaj Garg, a newly appointed NIHR Clinical Lecturer in Cardiology, has been awarded 
an AMS starter grant for his research into advanced imaging tools for cardiovascular 
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diagnosis and intervention. He will work under the mentorship of Professor Jim Wild and 
Professor Julian Gunn to develop 4D flow models to accurately predict cardiovascular 
haemodynamics and to develop novel therapeutic targets in heart disease patients. 
Dr Johnathan Cooper-Knock is an NIHR Clinical Lecturer in Neurology working on the 
genetics of MND.  Johnathan has been awarded an AMS starter grant to characterise a novel 
genetic variant of MND which he discovered by whole exome sequencing in familial MND 
patients.  Already this discovery has highlighted biological pathways not previously linked to 
MND. Under the mentorship of Professor Pam Shaw, Johnathan will further characterise the 
gene, its role in disease, and the potential for development of original therapeutic targets. 
 

5. University Research Institutes 

Our current University strategy includes a commitment to identifying a set of University  priorities, 
supporting these through the creation of a set of cross-faculty University Research Institutes (URI).  
An open internal competition to identify potential URI priorities is underway, and is expected to be 
completed before the end of this academic year.   
 
6. New Faculty Director Appointments within the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health 
 

 Professor Wendy Baird from ScHARR has been appointed as the new Faculty Director of 

Research and Innovation (FDRI), taking up this role on 15th January 2018.   Wendy has been 

Deputy FDRI for a number of years and has a wealth of experience to bring to the role 

including as: 

- Director of the NIHR Research Design Service (RDS) for Yorkshire and Humber and as the 

National NIHR RDS Lead.  

- Member of the NIHR Strategy Board and an expert on NIHR funding streams and 

fellowships. 

- Deputy Director for the Design, Trials and Statistics section in ScHARR 

- A lead for advice on Patient and Public involvement (PPI) in research. 

- A member of the National Research Ethics Advisory panel. 

 

 Michelle Nuttall joins the University as our new Faculty Director of Operations (FDO), taking 

up her new post on 26th February.  

Michelle joins us from Kirklees Council where she was Head of Transformation, with 

extensive experience in local government as well as senior management experience at Ernst 

and Young.  

 

 Professor Tracey Moore, Head of the Department of Nursing and Midwifery, has been 

appointed as Faculty Director of External Engagement and Development (FDED), and will 

take up this role in April on the retirement from the University of our current FDED, Sharon 

Oliver.  Tracey has worked closely with Sharon and colleagues, and brings to this role her 

enormous experience in working collaboratively with local, regional and national partners in 

relation to training of nurses and other healthcare professionals.   

 

 Professor Ian Sabroe, from the Medical School department of Infection, Immunity and 

Cardiovascular Disease, has been appointed to the new role of Faculty Director of 

Programmes and Fellowships (FDPF).  This role has been created to support our talented 

early career researchers, both clinical and non-clinical, in terms of securing prestigious 

external fellowships and programme grants.  Ian brings to this role his own experience both 



as an MRC Senior Fellow and having served on MRC and other national funding panels for 

fellowship awards.  Ian will be working closely with our FDRI Prof Wendy Baird and with our 

Clinical Academic Programme Director Prof Dilly Anumba to ensure that we have seamless 

support for our early career researchers tailored to his/her career stage and the relevant 

funding body.  Ian's focus will be on external bodies such as MRC, Wellcome Trust and 

Disease Charities which will dovetail the work of Jill Carlton who is the NIHR Regional 

Fellowships Lead for the Y&H RDS. 

 
7.  Care 2050 
 
The major challenge in most western healthcare systems, including that of the UK, is to provide high 
quality healthcare and support to growing numbers of people with chronic conditions with limited 
resources. Radical innovations are needed that focus on prevention, self-management of chronic 
conditions and supporting people to live independently and actively participate in society. Care 2050 
is a Sheffield led initiative that will harness the combined expertise of local and regional partners to 
develop innovative approaches to delivering healthcare over the coming decades.   
Over the past year, a steering group comprising senior representatives of three core partners in Care 

2050, TUoS, SHU and STHFT, has been collating regional expertise in this space and developing 

proposals for practical implementation of the Care 2050 concept.  Discussions are ongoing, including 

at the STHFT Research Innovation and Education Committee, and there is the potential to develop a 

Sheffield Academic Partners initiative that would encompass within its vision the delivery of Care 

2050.   

 
 


